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2019 General Assembly 
 

Top Bills:  The Legal Services Edition 
 

Through the Filing Deadlines 
 
This table shows selected bills filed in the 2019 General Assembly.  The list is organized by 
topics, as follows: 
   
Access to Justice 
Civil Rights 
Consumer 
Corrections 
Criminal 

Employment 
Family 
Health 
Housing 
Immigration 

Juvenile 
Public Assistance 
Taxes 
 

 
How to use:  To jump to a topic, click on the links above.  To see the Legislative Research 
Commission summary of a bill and check its status, click the bill number.   
 
To see the text of the bill and amendments, click the links in the summary.  For a complete list of 
bills, view the legislature’s own website here.   
 
This chart was compiled by Kentucky Equal Justice Center.  For more information, or to share 
comments on a bill, contact Rich Seckel at richseckel@kyequaljustice.org.   
 

Topic Bill # Sponsor Summary 
Access 
 

SB 2 Stivers Franklin Circuit Court:  allow state public defendants 
to petition Chief Justice to appoint special judge in 
civil actions 

Access SB 11 Alvarado Constitutional amendment:  allow General Assembly 
to limit noneconomic damages for injuries resulting 
in death or for injuries to persons or property; details 

Access 
 

SB 114 
 

McGarvey Omnibus notary bill: allow notary public to perform 
notarial act by means of communication technology; 
require act to be evidenced by certificate; more 

Civil Rights HB 91 Brown Constitutional amendment:  restructure and limit 
voting restrictions relating to felons and persons with 
mental disabilities 

Consumer 
 

HB 285 Meredith Consumer loan companies:  add tax preparation to 
business that may be conducted in same location; 
exempt specified items from Open Records; more  

Consumer 
 

SB 145 Girdler Create distinct licenses for check cashing and for 
deferred deposit service business; more 
 

Corrections HB 115 McCoy Abolish death penalty; replace with life without 
parole for inmates presently sentenced to death; ban 
life without parole for juvenile offender; more 

https://legislature.ky.gov/pages/index.aspx
mailto:richseckel@prodigy.net
http://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19RS/sb2.html
http://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19RS/sb11.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19rs/sb114.html
http://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19RS/hb91.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19rs/hb285.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19rs/sb145.html
http://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19RS/hb115.html
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Corrections SB 17 Adams Capital punishment: add diagnosis of serious mental 
illness to disabilities that prevent execution for 
persons convicted of capital offenses 

Corrections SB 57 Higdon Allow discretionary expungement of Class D 
felonies; allow petition if charges dismissed with or 
without prejudice; more 

Criminal HB 94 Blanton Bail reform:  provide that financial bail be solely 
imposed for ensuring a defendant's appearance; 
details 

Criminal HB 467 Booker Limit use of monetary bail to certain high-risk 
defendants; provide pretrial release conditions for 
defendants based on risk levels and charge types 

Criminal SB 70 Kerr Create crime of strangulation as Class D felony; 
include as one of the offenses considered domestic 
and dating violence and abuse; details 

Employment HB 75 Hatton Black lung fix:  eliminate requirement that 
physicians contracting to perform evaluations be "B" 
readers and board-certified pulmonary specialists 

Employment HB 90 Brown “Ban the Box:” prohibit employers from considering 
or requiring disclosure of prior criminal history as 
part of initial job application 

Employment HB 317 Webber UI benefit cuts:  reduce benefit percentage; limit 
number of weeks, tier down benefits over eligibility 
period; details 

Employment HB 445 Koenig Workers comp: create an exception in the definition 
of employee for temporary, non-resident workers 
required to be covered 

Employment SB 7 Stivers Allow arbitration, mediation, or alternative dispute 
resolution agreements to be required by employers as 
a condition of employment; more 

Employment SB 18 Kerr Pregnant Workers Act:  include in “reasonable 
accommodation” accommodations made for 
pregnancy, childbirth, and related medical conditions 

Employment SB 219 Hornback Change minimum age of amusement ride or 
attraction operator to 16; remove definition of 
operator assistant; change injury reporting threshold  

Family HB 2 Fugate Establish custodial, permanency, and service option 
assistance for relatives and fictive kin caregivers; 
cover respite care for fictive kin in KinCare 

Family HB 158 Meade Child protection:  update definition of "voluntary and 
informed consent" to adoption; establish a foster 
child bill of rights; more re fictive kin, child care 

Family HB 312 Riley Amend best interest factors for child custody to 
emphasize educational stability as a primary factor; 
require finding in DNA, protective orders 

Family HB 415 Prunty Create new calculation methods for child support 

http://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19RS/sb17.html
http://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19RS/sb57.html
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/19RS/hb94.html
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/19RS/hb94.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19rs/hb467.html
http://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19RS/sb70.html
http://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19RS/hb75.html
http://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19RS/hb90.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19rs/hb317.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19rs/hb445.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19rs/SB7.html
http://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19RS/sb18.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19rs/sb219.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19rs/hb2.html
http://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19RS/hb158.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19rs/hb312.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19rs/hb415.html
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obligations when shared parenting is ordered; update 
guidelines table 

Family HB 446 Meade Establish that foster parent shall be a party in action 
for involuntary TPR; establish new factors in TPR re 
neonatal abstinence, multiple removals 

Family 
 

SB 31 Alvarado Child protection:  provide for frequent visitation 
between siblings removed from home but not jointly 
placed 

Family SB 152 West Parents Rights Act:  establish specific rights of 
parents 
 

Family SB 205 McDaniel 
 
 

Create child and family advocate commission to 
provide a state-sponsored and controlled system for 
guardians ad litem and court-appointed counsel 

Health HB 11 Moser Smoke Free Schools:  Prohibit use of tobacco 
products by students, school personnel, and visitors 
in schools, school vehicles, properties, and activities 

Health HB 320 Carney Establish hospital rate improvement programs that 
require hospitals to pay an assessment to be used as 
state matching dollars for federal Medicaid funds 

Health HB 461 Kulkarni Medicaid services:  require dental and optometric 
services for adults equal to those for children; require 
non-emergency transportation; details 

Health SB 24 Alvarado Surprise bills:  define usual and customary rate; 
require disclosures and notices by hospitals; set up 
mediation system for balance bill disputes; more 

Health SB 27 Alvarado Smoke Free Schools:  Prohibit use of tobacco 
products by students, school personnel, and visitors 
in schools, school vehicles, properties, and activities 

Health SB 78 Neal Medicaid services:  require dental and optometric 
services for adults equal to those for children; require 
non-emergency transportation; details 

Health SB 112 Meredith Prohibit CHFS or an MCO from instituting 
copayments, cost sharing, or similar charges to be 
paid by any medical assistance recipients 

Health SB 249 Meredith Restrict the sale of tobacco and vapor products to 
persons under the age of 21; details 
 

Housing HB 245 Thomas Allow sheriffs to charge no more than $50 for 
executing writs of possession instead of a set amount 
of $7 

Housing HB 297 Petrie Allow proceedings for forcible entry or detainer to 
include claims for damages and back rent 
 

Housing HB 411 Koenig Assistance animal:  require therapeutic relationship; 
allow lessor to recover fee upon misrepresentation by 

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19rs/hb446.html
http://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19RS/sb31.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19rs/sb152.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19rs/sb205.html
http://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19RS/hb11.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19rs/hb320.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19rs/hb461.html
http://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19RS/sb24.html
http://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19RS/sb27.html
http://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19RS/sb78.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19rs/sb112.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19rs/sb249.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19rs/hb245.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19rs/hb297.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19rs/hb411.html
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a lessee 
Housing 
 

HB 437 Prunty Allow landlord to terminate a tenancy by giving 
seven days' notice when there is no written contract, 
or a tenancy at will or by sufferance 

Housing HB 466 Booker Create Office of Homeless Youth Prevention and 
Protection and related grant program; develop 
emergency shelters and transitional living; more 

Housing HB 478 Elliott Allow an owner or lessee of residential real property 
to maintain an action to prevent or restrain any 
trespass on the property; AOC to develop forms 

Housing HB 488 Bridges Establish affordable housing credit in amount related 
to federal credit; define eligible projects; cap total 
amount at 50% total federal credit or $5.25M 

Housing SB 40 Meredith Building code violations:  allow court award to 
include reasonable attorney's fees only if a certificate 
of occupancy has not been issued 

Housing  SB 89 Alvarado Allow a local government to decontaminate property 
where meth contamination notice has been posted; 
allow lien and sale of property; details 

Housing SB 136 Schickel Specify that tenant who intentionally defaces, 
destroys, or damages residential rental property may 
be charged with criminal damage to property 

Immigration HB 38 Bechler Anti-sanctuary:  require law enforcement agencies to 
enforce immigration laws; withhold state funding 
from sanctuary localities and post-secondary schools 

Juvenile SB 20 Westerfield Juvenile justice: require data reporting, plans to 
ameliorate disproportionate minority contact with 
juvenile justice and education systems; more 

Public Assistance HB 3 Osborne Public assistance: prescribe use of TANF funds; 
extend work activity requirements; require SNAP 
photo IDs; implement drug testing; more 

Taxes HB 354 
 

Rudy Tax fix:  exclude nonprofit admissions from sales 
tax; bar taxpayer class action against “marketplace 
providers;” 60-day protest period for property tax 

 
 
 

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19rs/hb437.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19rs/hb466.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19rs/hb478.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19rs/hb488.html
http://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19RS/sb40.html
http://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19RS/sb89.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19rs/sb136.html
http://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19RS/hb38.html
http://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19RS/sb20.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19rs/hb3.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19rs/hb354.html
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